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Statement from Chairman of Great Ormond Street
Hospital, 22 July 2017
22 July 2017

Statement from Mary MacLeod, Chairman of Great Ormond Street Hospital.

Mary MacLeod, Chairman of Great Ormond Street Hospital said:

"Great Ormond Street Hospital cares for many thousands of seriously unwell
children every year, providing outstanding treatment for those who need it most.

Charlie Gard's case is a heart-breaking one. We fully understand that there is
intense public interest, and that emotions run high. 

We recognise the tireless advocacy of Charlie's loving parents and the natural
sympathy people feel with his situation. 

However, in recent weeks the GOSH community has been subjected to a shocking and disgraceful tide of hostility and disturbance.
Staff have received abuse both in the street and online. Thousands of abusive messages have been sent to doctors and nurses
whose life's work is to care for sick children. Many of these messages are menacing, including death threats. Families have been
harassed and discomforted while visiting their children, and we have received complaints of unacceptable behaviour even within the
hospital itself. 

Whatever the strong emotions raised by this case, there can be no excuse for patients and families to have their privacy and peace
disturbed as they deal with their own often very stressful situations or for dedicated doctors and nurses to suffer this kind of abuse.

Great Ormond Street Hospital is in close contact with the Metropolitan Police and we will do everything possible to hold to account
anybody who is involved in this kind of deplorable behaviour.”

Contact Information

For further information please contact the GOSH-ICH Press Office on 020 7239 3039.

For genuine and urgent out-of-hours queries call switchboard on 020 7405 9200.

Notes to Editors

Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children NHS Trust is the country’s leading centre for treating sick children, with the widest
range of specialists under one roof.
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Great Ormond Street Hospital

Tel: 020 7405 9200

Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children NHS Foundation
Trust 
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London WC1N 3JH

Contact us

Site Map

Our hospital
Medical conditions
Parents and visitors
Teenagers
Children
Health professionals
About us
Research and innovation
Working here
News

Useful links

Contact us
Accessibility
Equality and diversity
Terms and conditions
Privacy

© 2017, Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children NHS Foundation Trust

Great Ormond Street Hospital Children's Charity. A company limited by guarantee (company number 09338724) and a registered
charity (charity number 1160024). Registered office: 40 Bernard Street, London WC1N 1LE.

Log in

With the UCL Great Ormond Street Institute of Child Health, we are the largest centre for paediatric research outside the US
and play a key role in training children’s health specialists for the future.
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