Thaddeus Mason Pope

Thaddeus Pope is an Associate Professor of Law and a member of the Health Law Institute at
Widener University School of Law. Professor Pope received a B.A. from the University of
Pittsburgh in 1992, a J.D. from Georgetown University in 1997, and a Ph.D. (in Philosophy) from
Georgetown University in 2003. Following graduation from law school, Professor Pope clerked
for the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit. He then worked as a litigation attorney with
Arnold & Porter LLP in Los Angeles from 2000 to 2005, and as an Assistant Professor of Law
with the University of Memphis from 2005 to 2007. Professor Pope teaches and writes in the
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Professor Pope has been deeply engaged with legal, policy, and ethical issues concerning

medical futility for several years. After publishing “The Maladaptation of Miranda to Advance
Directives: A Critique of the Patient Self Determination Act” in Health Matrix (1999), he began
drafting policies and making presentations for the Los Angeles County Bar Association Bioethics
Committee and for a select joint committee of LACBA and the Los Angeles County Medical
Association. More recently, Professor Pope has been involved in both staff education and policy
drafting at public and private hospitals in Albuquerque, Los Angeles, Memphis, and San Diego.
He regularly makes presentations regarding medical futility at academic and professional
conferences, including the AALS, AARP, ASBH, ASLME, IAB, and the President’s Council on
Bioethics.

Professor Pope has published several lengthy articles on medical futility disputes. While many
agree that there must be limits on the right of a patient to request specific medical interventions,
few can agree on just where to place those limits. Consequently, few effective limits have been
imposed. In “Medical Futility Statutes: No Safe Harbor to Unilaterally Stop Life-Sustaining
Treatment,” Tennessee Law Review (2007), Professor Pope analyzes why legislative attempts to
set these limits have failed. In “Mediation at the End-of-Life: Getting Beyond the Limits of the
Talking Cure,” Ohio State Journal of Dispute Resolution (2007), he argues that since mediation
cannot resolve all end-of-life disputes, we must scrutinize the default rules which now empower
patients to demand medically inappropriate care. Finally, in “Involuntary Passive Euthanasia in
U.S. Courts: Reassessing the Judicial Treatment of Medical Futility Cases,” Marquette Elder’s
Advisor (2008), he debunks the popular myth that the courts have been hostile to health care
providers’ decisions to stop inappropriate treatment.

Professor Pope drafted a medical futility problem and bench brief for the 17" National Health Law
Moot Court Competition, and has published smaller pieces in: Chest, ABA Health eSource, the
American Journal of Bioethics, the American Journal of Critical Care, and the Mid-Atlantic
Ethics Committee Newsletter. He also authors the Medical Futility Blog, which tracks legislative,
regulatory, judicial, policy, and other developments relating to medical futility. Finally, in his
most recent and forthcoming work -- including for a January 2009 Campbell Law Review
symposium -- Professor Pope focuses on the procedural fairness of having intramural hospital
ethics committees adjudicate futility disputes.
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