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Organ donation challenges
Deceased donors pmp, 2015
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Innovating ways tc
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The 50-Year Legacy of the Harvard Report

on Brain Death

On August 5, 1968, an ad hoc committee at Harvard Beecher's committee produced f

Medical Schoal published alandmark reportthat laidthe  teria. Coma couldbe considered irreve
fworkfora new definition of death, based declared deadf,overa 24-hour period

rological criteria. Theauthors, under the leadership of
anesthesiologist Henry Beecher, stated that their pri-
mary purp “define i iblecomaas anew
criterion for death.” The concept of brain death has
guided clinical practice for 50 years even though vigor-

respond to stimuli, had no spontane
breathing, and had no reflexes; a flat
gram provided valuable confirmation
brain function. Thesecriteria clarified
derwhich dinicians could withdraw li

ous debate about its legitimacy has never ceased. teriazleo fadilitated organ transplants
cians todeclare the donor dead prior t

The Committae, ts Contexts, wentilztor and cardiac arrest. This pern
and lts Recommendations of organsinan optimal condition while
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115,000

Organ Candidates
Kidney 95,188
Liver 13,962
Pancreas 891
Kidney / Pancreas 1,667
Heart 4,022
Lung 1,450

Average MedianVait Time

Kidney 5 years
Liver 11 months
Heart 4 months

Organ
Kidney
Liver
Pancreas
Kidney / Pancreas
Heart

Lung

Candidates
95,188
13,962

891
1,667
4,022
1,450

Transplants
19,849
8,082

213
789
3,244
2,449

20 die every day

from lack of organs

Lung 4 months
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FOR IV INFUSION ONLY
DILUTE BEFORE USE

: i ’ | CYCLOSPORINE:

‘ INJECTION, USP f

I L 250 mo/5 mL_
(50 mgs/mL)

The Food and Drug Administration

Immunosuppressant
decreased morbidity

& enabledroutine
transplantation
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National Organ
Transplant Act

Organ Procurement
& Transplantation
Network (OPTN)

(1) Maintainnames
of individuals who
need transplants
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(2) When organs
become available,

match organs with
appropriate patients

USGO¥ontracts :
with private
non-profit

to run OPTN UNITED NETWORK FOR ORGAN SHARING

UNO<does We will focus

the rationing J§ 0N UNOS
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Physiciarrefers to transp

Medical condition
Family support

Financial situation

Many lackaccess
to waiting list
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the list itself
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You can get added to the US

OPO will obtain
consentfor donation
once donor BD
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NonU.S. =1%
organ wait list

Hospitalsmust
notify local OPO
of potential organs

OPO gathersformation
about donorand enters
data into UNOS program

organ size and condition, blood type, and tissue type
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